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Mr. Humphrey Dell, * Mr. Edward Corgock, 
Mr. John Blachford, Mr. Thomas Smith, . 
Mr. William Hatrell, F. Mr. James Nabes, 


Stewards for this preſent Tear, of the. 

Annual Feaſt held by the Worſhipful* 

Company of Gold{miths, at Gold- 
ſmiths-Hall in Foſter-Lane. 


Gentlemen, 


Fs with Reluctance, that I ſuffer 
this mean Diſcourſe to go out of 
my Hands, when there are ſo many very 
Excellent Sermons Publiſh'd almoſt every 

Day. But I comply with your Impor- 
tunity, becauſe I conſider, that you may 
3 


, CECE 


. 


a 


perhaps, have a particular Regard to a 

Sermon, that was Preach'd at your Re- 
F I pray Jod, it may have a good 

Effect upon you, and am very heartily 
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PRO v. iii. 13, 14, 15. 
Happy is the Man, that findet h Wiſdom, and the Man, 
that getteth Underſtanding. 
For the Merchandize of it is better than the Merehan- 
dixe of Silver, and the Gain thereof than fine Gold. 
She is more precious than Rubies : And all the T hings 


thou canſt deſure, are not to be compared unto her. 


T H A T only the Wiſe Man A Rich, and the 


Virtuous Happy, were Paradoxes to the 
Heathen World, the Nature of true Feli- 

city being generally miſtaken by them; but the No- 
tions met with Patrons, who maintain'd 'em, even 
among the Learned Heathens. They ought to be 
receiv d by all Chriſtians as allow'd Truths, Truths 
of which we can't be ignorant but thro unpardona- 
ble Negligence, nor doubtful of without inexcuſable 


Infidelity ; they being plainly and frequently taught 


in the Holy Scripture, the Deſign whereof through- 
out is to make Men Wiſe and Happy. 

The great Diſadvantage in recommending Wiſ- 
dom is the Difficulty of making the Lovelineſs of it 
appear to the greater part of Men, who being im- 
mers'd in Senſuality cannot diſcern the Beauties of 
the Mind, nor apprehend that there is Pleaſure be- 
yond the Perception of Senſe. To this Diſadvan- 
tage Plato ſeems to aſcribe * cold Reception Vir- 
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Religious Wiſdom the beft Treaſure: 
tue meets with in the World, when he ſays, that it; 
| Charms would be irreſiſtible, if it could 2 ſeen with 
cor poreal Eyes. Solomon has in ſome Meaſure effect- 
. ed this, who has made Wiſdom in part as it were 
Viſible, repreſenting it under the Perſon of a Queen 
in the fineſt Dreſs, and with the moſt taking Graces, 
to engage the Senſes, and by means of them to win 
the AﬀeCtions. The Seat of Wiſdom is in the Soul, 
the inviſible part of Man: The Excellency of it, 
and eſpecially the Happinels ariſing from it, is not 
to be known but by thoſe that have it: The great- 
er Degree of Wiſdom any one is indu'd. with, the 
greater Happineſs is he ſenfible of, and diſcovers 
more of its Excellence. But ſuch Repreſentations 
as the Wiſe Man uſes, are to the unexperienc'd pro- 
per and powerful Incitements to endeavour for the 
Attainment of Wiſdom, which by a very elegant 
Gradation in the Text he afferts by beyond Com- 
parifon more Valuable than all Earthly Treaſures. 
Happy is the Man 1 Wiſdom, and the Man 
that getteth Underſtanding. For the Merchandize of, 
it 16 better than the Merchandize of Silver, and the Gam 
thereof than fine Gold. She is more precious than Ru- 
bies: And all the I bings thou canſt deſire, are not to 
be compar'd unto her. All the Riches, Pleaſures, 
Honours and Glory of this World, conſiſting in Sil- 
ver, Gold or Jewels, or procur'd by em: All the 
_ Earthly Enjoyments we can fancy, are incompara- 
bly below the Worth of Wiſdom ; the Happineſs 
accruing from which 1s far more exalted, ge 1 


Religions Wiſdom the beft Treafure. 
tial and durable, that what they can give. As may 
be plainly evinc'd from the Conſideration of, 


I. The Uſe of theſe Worldly Goods, and the 
Enjoyments that may be procur d by them. 

II. Of the Uſefulneſs of Wiſdom, and the Felici- 
ty to be obtain'd by it. 


1. The Uſe of theſe Worldly Goods, and the 
Enjoyments that may be procur'd by em. The 
All.wiſe God, who has made nothing Vain or Uſe- 
lefs, muſt be ſuppos d to have intended theſe moſt 
beautiſul and durable parts of the Earth for confi- 
derable Purpoſes. They are a conſpicuous part of f 
the viſible Creation, whereby the inviſible N of Rem. 1. 
God (i. e. the Divine Effence and Attributes) are © | 
clearly ſeen : They manifeſt the Eternal Power of the 
Godhead, the infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the 
Deity ; ſo as to leave the Unbelievers and the Diſ- 
obedient without Excuſe. 

The Royal Preacher manifeſtly attributesa Uſe- 
fulneſs and Value to theſe Earthly Treaſures, and 
that not mean and deſpicable, except.when com- 
par'd to the greater Treaſure, to which too high a 
Preference cannot be given. Iwere a ſtrange En- 
comium upon Wiſdom, to ſay, tu better than a 
Thing, that is not hing, or little Worth. King Solomon 
did not trifle, when he made Silver to be as the Stones i Kings | 
in Jeruſulem, and all bu own drmking Veſſels of Gold, 2 Cre. 
and gathered together ſuch abundance of precious Stores. 9 
The Splendor and „ of his Court, _ 

2 0 
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ſo amaz'd, and even confounded the Queen of the 
South, that there was no more Spirit in her, was not 
an inſignificant piece of State. His excecding Raches 
above all the Kings of the Earth are related in Scrip- 
ture as the effect and Reward of the we and under- 

il ſtanding Heart, that he ask'd of God, and which 
W : King.z. God gave him above all, that were before him, or that 
i ſhould 9 5 aſter him. | 
The Luſtre and Beauty of theſe Things makes 
em ſuitable Ornaments for the Majeſty of Princes, 
and for great Perſonages. Wiſe Men know how to 
reverence Authority in whatever Appearance ; but 
the greater part are not, nor ever will be wiſe enough 
to regard, as they ought, what makes but little 
Shew: They muſt be taken by the Senſes. The 
Uſe of the outward Senſe is to let in Objects, that 
may make Impreſſion upon the Mind: And all Men 
are capable of being wrought up to a greater aw and 
Devotion by the Mediation of Senſe. Hence it is, 
that by the {ſpecial Order and Direction of God him- 
ſelf, the Garments, in which the Jewiſb High Prieſt 
ll officiated, were made extraordinary Rich and Mag- 
Fa a0. nificent; and the Breaſt- plate worn by him, when 
Il he went into the Holy Place, was adorn'd with four 
Rows of preciousStones. The Tabernacle was beau- 
tified with Gold and Silver curiouſly wrought : And 
this was done, not by the natural Ingenuity of Ar- 
rd zi. tiſts, directed by human Inſtruction, and improv'd by 
Induſtry, but by Divine Inſpiration : Which makes 
much for the Credit both of the Art, and of the 

Materials. The gloriouſly rich and ſtately Temple 
| at 
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at Jeruſalem was the moſt famous Monument of Sv. | 
lomon's Wiſdom, except his Divine and Immortal 
Writings, This is a noble Uſe, to which by the 
Dictates of Natural Religion, Men have apply'd 
theſe ſhining Utenſils; warranted by the Teſtimony 
of Scripture; recommended by the Divine Exam- 
ple; follow'd by all pious Chriſtian Princes and 
States. ä 
Further Riches are ſaid to anſwer al things, as gelt 
being inſtrumental in procuring all external Ad van- | 
tages. They give Strength to the Government and 
Community, being the Sinews of War, as well as 
the Bleſſings of Peace. They enable Men in their 
private Capacities to defend themſelves, and relieve 
others under Oppreſſion and Want. They pur- 
chaſe Honour, Eſteem and Good-Will: They are 
ſometimes , tho ſeldomer and more uncertainly, a 
Means to preſerve and recover Health: But Wine 
to make glad the Heart of Man, and Cyl to make him 
a chearful Countenance, and Bread to ſtrengthen” Mans 
Heart; Food and Raiment for Need, and Delight, 
and all other Enjoyments of - the Body, and Con- 
veniencies and Pleaſures'of Liſe, that make it run 
more ſmooth and eaſy, are purchas'd- by em 
Theſe are Advantages not to be Cinically deſpis d. 
And the Philoſopher, who threw his Wealth into 
the Sea, deſerv'd the Laughter, or rather Pity of 
his Neighbours, for not knowing better how to uſe 
'em, as much as they did his, for ſetting their 
Hearts ſo much upon em, and taking ſuch wild 
and infamous Courſes to obtain em, and doing 
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> Miſchief to themſelve with em. "Twas very diffi- 
eult for the Heathens to avoid Extremes. But our 
Religion plainly diftinguiſhes Truth from the Er- 
li _ rors 0n either Side. It teaches us, Tbat every Crea- 

Tim. 4. . : . 
„ture we receive from God is good; and ſhews us the 
{ proper Uſe, and juſt Value of every Good. Tho 
it be true, that none but the Virtuous Man is Hap- 
py, nor any but the Wiſe Man Rich in ſatisfactory 
Enjoyments, however abounding in outward Plen- 
ty; yet it is not true (which the Storcs aſſerted) 
that there needs no more than Wiſdom or Virtue, 
to render a Man compleatly Happy. Afflictions 
are incident to the wiſeſt; but Afflictions are never 
jopous for the preſent, but grievous. Poverty is al- 
ways pinching; and yet Virtue and Poverty often 
dwell together. Tis not therefore only becauſe 
external Goods are in ſo great eſteem, and ſo much 
deſt d, that the Scripture makes uſe of em to ſet 
forth the Advantages of Religion, but becauſe they 
have a conſiderable real Worth, and are juſtly de- 
firable. Therefore it is, that Solamon compares 
Wiſdom to Silver and Gold, and Jemals, to a Chain, a 
Crown, and other Ornaments for the Body. And 
our Saviour likens the Kingdom af Heaven 0 4 
Pearl af great Price, And the Apoſtles tell us of 
Crowns of "Foy, and Rigbteomſue ſo, and Life and Glory. 
And St. John had the New Jervſalem repreſented 
x3v.2r. to him in a Viſion, as 4 City of pure Gold, with Gates 
Pearl, and a Jaſper Wall, the Foundations of mbich 
were garniſbed with all manner of precious Stones. : 
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Surely then theſe are no baſe and contemptible 
things, unfit for a Man to endeavour after, or be 
employ'd about; but they come not near the Price | 
of Wiſdom a That's the Principal T bing. 4 Prev. 4. 7. | 
2. The Uſefulneſs whereof, and the Felicity to 
be obtain'd by it, are now to be conſider d. I can't 
but think all Knowledge, that is any way uſeful, 
vaſtly. preferable to all the Riches in the World: 
Becauſe that is an internal Gcod, an improvement 
of the better Part. Knowledge is the Food of the 
Soul, and its moſt agreeable Entertainment. The 
Mind is delighted with it, as the Body is with Plea- 
ſures, that are ſuitable to it, the Palate with a 
grateful Reliſh, the Ears with pleaſant Sounds, and 
the Eyes with the fight of beauteous Objects. 
Knowledge improv'd to Wiſdom is ſtill more valna- 
ble; when we don't ſuffer our Speculations to lie 
idle, but prudently apply, our right Notions and 
ren Ku rs and RT. of Things to the ſe- 
veral Purpoſes to which they ſerve. And yet all 
this, all that we call Learning, Underſtanding in 
Arts and Sciences, Skill and Dexterity in Buſineſs, 
they are all pronounc'd to be Vanity by the Prea- 
cher, in reſpedt of that Wiſdom, to which he in- 
r 2 E 
What then is the Wiſdom he ſo much applauds? 
Or where is the Place of Under ſtanding? *I's not 1 
far from every one of us, but if we ſeek it diligently 
we ſhall be ſure to find it. As it is neceſſary to 
the Welfare of all, ſo has God graciouſly — it 
attainable by every one: "Tis as freely offer d to the 
| Poor, 
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g Poor, as to the Rich: It lies within the reach of 
the Unlearn d, as well as the Learned: It ſuits all 
= - Circumſtances, every Genius, and every Capacity. 
1 Job 28 Bebeld the Fear of the Lord, that is. Wiſdom, and to 
l Prov. 9. depart from Evil is Underſtanding, The Fear of the 
Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom, and the Knowledge 
»Þf. 111. of the Holy is Under ſtand ing. A good Underſtanding 
"have all they that do his Commandments, The Fear 
of the Lord is one of the greateſt Principles of 
1 Obedience, and therefore ed to expreſs the Pra- 
1 ctice of all Religion and Virtue. 
I The Excellence of Wiſdom above all things elſe 
1 that can be deſir d, appears from the Felicity to be 
obtain d by it. The Reaſon of the Commendation 
is ſubjoin'd to the Text. Length of Days is in ber 
Rigbt Hand; and in her left Hand Riches and Honour. 
Her Ways are M. ays,0 Flac, and all ber Paths 
1 are Peace. She is a Tree of Life to them that lay hol 
= upon ber. The laſt of theſe Benefits is an infallible 
| Fruit of Religion: And it always yields the other, 
when the Subject is capable of em, except when. it 
pleaſes God to order it otherwiſe for his own Glo- 
fy, and the Man's greater Advantage.” 
Virtue cannot make a weak Conſtitution ſtrong, 
but it keeps it from wearing out fafter- than needs 
muſt, . being the bett. Preſervative of that Healrk - 
and 'Scrength, be it more or lefs, which Nature 
49 gives. Infinite numbers of vicious Perſons go down 
ay to the Grave long before Nature would have de- 
cay'd, if it had not been forcd and broken by the 
Vielence of __ and Debauchery. And tho” 
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Piety does not exempt her Votaries from the com- | 

mon Calamities incident to Mankind; yet it does 

ſometimes engage the Divine Protection ſo, that 

God gives his Angels ſuch Charge over the Righteous, pt 9: 

that no Evil befalls him, nor any Plague comes nigh his 

Dwelling, that when the Peſtilence walketh in Darkneſs, 

and the Deſt ruction waſteth at Noon- Day, a thouſand 

fall at his Side, and ten thouſand at his Right Hand, 

but it cometh not mgh bim. On the contrary, though 

the Wicked are often ſuffer d to reach the longeſt 

Term of Human Life ; yet Wickedneſs does ſome- 

times as 1t were provoke God to an Impatience of | 

delaying his Vengeance, and moves him to cut the Þ 

Sinner off in the midſt of his Days. in this Caſe, ] 

what can Riches do? They profit not in the Day of . 

Wrath: They cannot buy of a Judgment, nor will 

Death be bribed by em; nor can they blunt its Ter- 1 

rors, but generally give em a ſharper Edge. j 
[i 


A long Life of Poverty and Miſery is but a me- 
lancholy Proſpect. In her left Hand therefore Wil- 
dom preſents us with Riches and Honour. Provi- 
dence will proſper the Handy Work of the Rigbteous, 
and give a lefing to their De for the good 
things of Life, unleſs when greater Honour to God, 
and Good to his Servants is deſign'd by their Pover- 
ty. Beſides, Induſtry, Temperance and Frugality 
are the proper Means of thriving in a moderate 
Meaſure, according to the Capacity wherein Pro- 
vidence has plac'd a Man, and the Advantages he is 7 
under. The Hand of the Piligent is known to make Pro-11-4 
Rich. Covetouſneſs, Extortion, Fraud and Ra- 
C pine, 
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pine, may be quicker Ways of amaſſing great 
Wealth; but Honeſty is the beſt Policy: "Tis the 
ſurer, tho' flower way of thriving : The Subſtance 


is more enduring ; the Proviſion for Poſterity more 


ſecure. Diſhoneſt Arts, if they ſometimes hit, they 
oftner fail of Succeſs. The Man that rifes by ſuch 
Methods, uſually ſhews himſelf like a Comet, ſhin- 
ing with a great Blaze, but ſoon diſappears. I have 
ſeen (ſays the Plalmiſt) the Wicked in great Power, 
and ſpreading himſelf like a green Bay-tree. Tet he paſ- 
fea away, and lo, he was not: Tea I fought him, but 
he could not be 8 He is remembred longeſt by 
an ill Name left behind. Whereas Virtue conſtant- 
ly promotes to Honour; ſometimes to Titles; but 


always to an Honourable Eſteem and Character, 


from the underſtanding part of Mankind. 

A long Life Crown'd with Riches and Honour, 
would not be eligible, if it were loaded with too 
much Care and Anxiety, with ſuch Labours and 
Severities, Mortifications and Self-denials, as would 
render thoſe Advantages uſeleſs. Tis added there- 
fore, that nothing may be wanting to recommend 
Religion to us, Her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, 
and all her Paths are Peace. To underſtand the 
Truth of which Aſſertion rightly, it muſt be remem- 
bred, that compleat Felicity is not to be attain'd in 
this World. This Life at the beſt is but a mixt 
State of Good and Evil. Man is born to Trouble, as 
the Sparks fly upwards. By a natural and unavoida- 
ble Neceffity. The Conſtitution of Man is ſuch, 
as will give him frequent Diſturbance. The ly 

| | wil 
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will feel Indiſpoſitions, and the Mind be affected ; 
with various Diſquietudes. None can rationally 
expect to live free from all hurtful Accidents from 
without. And to the moſt proſperous Condition 
there's always ſomething wanting. Fruition anſwers 
not the Deſire : Nor is the Faculty diſpos'd for per- 
fect Felicity. But the greateſt we can arrive at here 
is to be had from Religion ; which has the Advan- 
tage of a vicious Life with reſpect to external Goods. 1 
Tho' ſo far there is one Event to the Rigbteous and to Ecclel. 9: 
the Wicked, that the Divine Love and Hatred cannot 
ordinarily be known by all, that is before us. "Tis noto- 1 
rious, that the Vicious are ſometimes rich and flou- 
riſhing ; and the Virtuous ſometimes poor and di- 
ſtreſſed. Let us then take a tranfient View of the 
Condition of each in both theſe Eſtates. 

Twere to no Purpoſe to beſtow Poſſeſſions with- 
out a Licence to enjoy 'em; nor would this be con- 
fiſtent with the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs. God 
has freely indulg d us the Uſe of all the Creatures of 
Sea and Earth for Need and Delight. Religion 
abridges us of no rational Satisfaction: But pre- 
{cribes ſuch Uſe of the Creature, as can only yield 
laſting Pleaſure. Exceſs, which 1s forbidden, turns 
the Enjoyment into Nauſeouſneſs, and by weaken- 
ing the Body makes it leſs capable afterwards of that 
very Pleaſure, wherein the Epicure places his chief- 
eſt Happineſs. When Religious Wiſdom forbids us 
to make the Body fick, and the Head craz d, to ſpoil 
the Senſes, and deſtroy our Reaſon : When it re- 
{trains us trom employing our Subſtance-to cauſe 

C 2 Mif- 
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Miſchief and Vexation to our Neighbours, and bring 
Enmity and Danger upon our ſelves: What does it 
more than worldly Prudence wou'd do without Con- 

ſideration of the farther Obligations and Benefits of 

Religion ? Here are the hard Reſtraints of Virtue, 

4 and the pleaſant Liberties of Vice. 

it. But let a Man make the beſt of his Enjoyments by 

the moſt prudent Manigement, withour a principle 

of Piety; he will fall a great deal ſhort of that Satiſ- 
faction, which the Religious Man reaps from the 
ſame Goods; becauſe his Pleafure will terminate in 
the Enjoyment of the Things themſelves ; whereas 

1 the other enhances it by the moſt pleaſing Reflecti- 

if ons: He receive temporal Goods, not only as his 

1 Portion in this Life, but as an Earneſt of the Divine 

1 Favour, and a Pledge of more and greater Bleſſings 

1 to come. When he diſtributes to the Needy, he has 

1] not only the Satisfaction of gratifying his natural 

| Temper ; nor the vain Pleaſure of gaining an Inte- 
reft or Reputation; but he believes it to be a firm 
Inſurance of the Bleſſing of God: Which can't but 
yield comfortable Hopes, and ſweet Repoſe to the 
Soul. Tis the Fear of God, and the keeping bis Com- 
mandments, which gives a Reliſh to our Enjoy ments, 
and makes us taſte the Bounty of God with a real 
Pleaſure. And therefore tis well obſerv'd by the 
Preacher, Eccleſ. 6.1, 2. That this is the Gift of God, 
not only his Allowance, but a ſpecial Grant and Fa- 
vour tothe Righteous; whereas the Wicked having 
all the outward good Things they can detire, have 
not Power to take ther Portion and rejoyce therein, 
either 
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ſome way making their Poſſeſſions uſeleſs. This So- 


lomon ſa ys is a common Evil under the Sun, and he calls 


it an Evil or ſore Diſeaſe. 


In a poor and afflicted State the Difference is yet 


greater. The Virtuous Man can eaſier bear Pover- 
ty ; becauſe his Heart is not ſet upon Riches: He 
does not rate 'em above their true Value; and there- 


fore leſs feels the want of em. And Virtue makes 


the Soul brave and maſculine to endure the Croſſes 
and Diſappointments of Fortune. The Man, that is 


not indud with Wiſdom, thinks the want of theſe 
Things much greater than indeed it is: For he ſup- 
poſes, that with 'em he might be as happy as he 
could wiſh; and therefore cannot but look upon 


himſelf as lamentably forlorn and miſerable, when 


he is deſtitute of a Good ſo defirable according to his 


falſe Eſtimation. When the Affections are intirely 


plac'd upon 7 hings on Earth, and we can fancy no 
Content from any but ſenſual Pleaſures, tis impoſ- 


ſible to be tolerably eaſie without em. 

In Sickneſs and Dangers without Virtue the Caſe 
is ſtill worſe. Health and Proſperity, tho they yield 
but ſmall Satisfaction to the Vicious, yet they ſerve 
to amuſe and divert his Thoughts ſo, that he is not 
ſo ſenfible of the Badneſs of his Condition. But 
when a Judgment lights upon him, what has he to 
break the Force of the Stroke! When Dangers 


threaters hard; and Pains are preſent , and Deſtru- 
ction nigh at Hand; what can leſſen his Fears, or 


aſſwage his Smart, or eaſe his Grief? A Reflection 
upon 
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either thro' a penurious Spirit, or the Curſe of God 


— — - 


becauſe he hopes in a little time to feel no more for 


upon the Delights he has formerly taken will be far from 
giving him Comfort. The Remembrance of paſt Plea- 
lures makes preſent Calamities more grievous. If he 


cou d make his Conſcience eaſie by a thorow ſettled 


Disbelief of a future State (which I am confident is not 
poſſible) he would be tormented with the Thoughts of 
lofing all the Enjoyments of Life, and paſſing thro Pain 


and Torture into a State of Inſenfibility. If he ſtupifies 


his Conſcience; this is no Remedy againſt the Evils, 
that are already upon him; but only a means of ren- 
dring him not ſo ſenſible of thoſe, chat are coming; 
which can't prevent em; but makes 'em more inevita- 
ble, and fall the heavier, he 9 come. And this 
is certainly a very deplora!! od can too, 
when ever he pleaſes direct his I errors lo as to awaken 
the moſt harden d Conſcience. And that Mans Condi- 
tion muſt needs be extremely wrerched, who together 
with the Pains of his Body has ſuch diſmal Terrors up- 
on his Mind. How dreadful is His Caſe, who in the 
greateſt need of Comfort has his Sins, and D. ch, and 
Judgment, and Hell preſented to his View at the ſame 
time, and apprehends, that he does yet but in a leſs De- 
gree feel thoſe Torments, that will diſquiet him for ever! 
On the other Hand a good Man in Affliction has from 
Wiſdom great Supplies of Strength to ſupport his Spirits. 
The Thoughts of Death, and another Lite are his Con- 
ſolations. He feels his Pains the leſs; becauſe his Mind 
is diverted : And what he does feel, is the better born; 


ever; but to pals thro this Vale of Miſery into a Regi- 


on of Joy and Happineſs. Twas wiſely ſaid of a learn- 


ed 
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ed Heathen, That he was reſolv'd to retain this g. 4 


Hopeas long as he liv'd. It gives the greateſt Plea- 
ſure to be had in this Life, and is the beſt Support 
under the Evils of it, eſpecially to a Chriftian, whoſe 
natural ExpeQations are confirm'd, heighten'd and 
invigorated by Revelation, There is another Advan- 
tage the Religious Man has, which 1s wholly ſuper- 
natural, viz. Joy and Comfort infuſed into the 


Mind by the immediate Operations and Influences of 


the Spirit of God: Which all are to believe upon the 
Credit of Scripture, and good Men know by their 
own Experience. This is a powerful Aſſiſtance, that 
will enable us to undergo whatever it ſhall pleaſe 
God to lay upon us; with which we may be chear- 
ful and content in ev'ry Condition. Theſe are the 
happy Effects of Religion. Nor is it leſs pleaſant 
in the Exerciſe of its Duties. 

What is there hard or diſagreeable in Loving and 
Confiding in infinite Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Faithful- 
neſs and Power ? In obeying the Sovereign of the 
Univerſe, to whom it is a great Honour to be re- 
lated as Sons and Servants. In ſuing to Him for a 
ſupply of our Wants, who is the Gzver 1 all good things, 
and who giveth to all Men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
in returning him Thanks, to whoſe Munificence we 
owe all we have? Is it an unpleaſant Duty to Love 
our Neighbour as our Selves, and to do unto all Men, 
as we would they ſhould do unto us? What can be 
more agreeable and delightful, than to be thus at- 
fected and thus employ d? This is a reaſonable Ser- 
vice, and therefore by Solomon fitly en 
| | he 


E 


nee. 
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The only Duties that can be thought very trou- 
bleſome, are Mortification, and ſuffering Perſecu- 


tion for God's Sake. Mortification is not a Dut 


of Religion, but only in a deprav'd State. Tis a 


Neceſſity brought upon us by Sin. And even this 
Work is comparatively Pleaſant: For by it Reaſon, 
which ought to be the Governing Principle, gains 


the Superiority over our evil Appetites : Which af- 
fords Satisfaction enough to make amends for the 
Pains it coſts, be they never ſo great. *Tis a Con- 
queſt, that requires Labour and Struggle, eſpecial- 
ly from thoſe whoſe Luſts are ſtrong; but tis a joy- 
ful one, when effected. And the Duty will be 
much eaſier, after we are accuſtom d to it, than we 
find it at firſt after a vicious Courſe. If we give 
the Reigns to our Luſts, they will create us much 


more Uneaſineſs at preſent, than the Pains of ſub- 


vine 
our Nation. But when God does require any to 
For ſale Houſes or Lands, or Friends for his Names 
Sake; he enriches em with the preſent Conſolati- 
ons of the Spirit; and often rewards 'em either in 


.duing em, as well as prove fatal in their Conſe- 
quences hereafter. 


The Suffering for Religion is a ſpecial Service, 


which we may be call d to, and ought always to 


. for; tho tis a Caſe, that thro' the Di- 
ercy has for many Years been little felt in 


their own Perſons, or their Deſcendents, with a 
great encreaſe of temporal Proſperity; but always 
with a exceeding Weight of Glory in the other World. 
Can any rational Man, think, that a Conſciouſneſs 


of 
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of having provok d God, who is able to deſtroy both 
Soul and Bod) in Hell, by denying Him, or any of 
thoſe Truths, which he requires our open Profeſſi. 1 
on of, will not cauſe greater Uncaſineſs, than the | 
ſharpeſt Perſecutions boldly undergone, with all 
thoſe Conſiderations already mention d, that qualify 
the Bitterneſs of Afflictions: Will not the Love and 
Fear of God with the Aſſiſtances of the Spirit make 
any Sufferings more tolerable, than the continual 
Torments of a wounded Conſcience. This may be 
depended upon; that whenever the Practice of Re- 
ligion is grating, we bring upon our ſelves a great 
deal more Vexation and Anguiſh by declining it. 
Godlineſs has every way the Promiſe of the Life, that: Tin « 
nom is, and is incomparably the greateſt Gain. Who-1 Tim. 6. 
ever tries it, will find the greateſt Content in it, that © | 
this Life can/affotd. +; va eu 67 117 3 Bid 
But alaſs! What is this Life: Tis as it were but 
a Span long; and our Age m even as nothing. The next 
Life is infinitely our greateſt Concern; becauſe that 
is Eternal: And therefore tis our future Condition, 
that makes us conſiderably happy or miſerable. The 
7 Commendation of Witdom is, that She 10 4 
Tree of Life. This, without any other Conſideration 
ſets the Worth of Religion infinitely above all the 
Riches and Enjoyments of the World. She 1s Tree 
of Lafe to all, that lay hold upon ber; and happy: is every 
one, that retameth ber. They that heartily embrace 
Virtue, and practice it to the end of their Lives, 
ſhall thro? all Eternity be free from all kind of Grief 
and Diſſatisfaction, and enjoy the utmoſt Felicity 
"PF D 26 they 
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they are capable of. Life in Scripture-Phraſe expreſ- 
fes Happineſs, as Death denotes Miſery. And the 
wiſe Man alludes to that Tree in Paradiſe of which, 
if anyone eat, he ſhould live far e 


I You fee how little worth Silver and Gold, and 


Rubies, and all the. Things you can de ſire are, when 
compar d to Wiſdom. The Acquiſition of Riches is 
uncertain; the Poſſeſſion no more to be depended 
upon; when you have 'em, they often take Wing, 
and on a ſudden are gone beyond Recovery. They 
many times lie by us uſeleſs: Sometimes they ag- 


gravate Miſery. The Pleaſures purchaſed by em ate 


of the loweſt Degree. All Earthly Enjoyments are 
but mean, and of ſhort Continuance. Religious Wiſ⸗ 


dom is a means of acquiring Wealth, and the beſt 
means of ſecuring it: Tis that which makes our 


Subſtance beneficial to us by a prudent Management: 
And gives us the trueſt Enjoyment of this World's 
Goods, and all the Pleafures of the Senſes. In Af- 
fictions, or Decay, when we can no longer reliſh 
theſei Things, tis our only Comfort. Tis a Pleaſure 
fuitable to the Mind of Man; that anſwers Expecta- 


tion, and fatisfies the Defire. Without it all things 


elſe are but Vanity; they diſappoint our Hopes, and 
thereby cauſe Vexation and Regret. Wiſdom is the 
Health of the Soul: It has the Love, and Counte- 
nance, and Promiſe of the Almighty to reft on here; 


and ere long will fix us in a State of Bliſs, to which 
nothing will be wanting; which we can never loſe, 


never fear to be depriv'd of. e E. 


And. 
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And now: what is become of the Glory of thoſe 
fine Things, that a little before appear'd fo bright 
and glittering ? When you look upon em alone, they 
do indeed ſhew ſplendid and tempting : But when 
they are ſnew d together with Witdom, their Beau- 
ty vaniſhes like the ſhining of a Glow - worm by the 
Light of the Sun: If they pretend to a Competiti- 
on, they are to be accounted as the moſt worthleſs 
Trifles. If there be any Man of you. not ſenſible of 


this, I may juſtly pronounce that Perſon far more 


ſtupidly and barbaroully ignorant, than thoſe rude 
and uncivilizd People, who deſpiſe your Art, and 
prefer any ſorry Trinkets to Si / ver and Gold and Rubies. 
f haſten to a Concluſion; but there are two Uſes to 
be made of this Diſcourſe, which muſt not be quite 
omited. rte SV! H k e e 
1. Seeing your Buſineſs is both Honeſt and Cre- 
ditable, you ought to apply your ſelves to it with 
Care and Diligence, endeavouring to be well skill'd 
in it, and induſtriouſly to drive it on. This is a ne- 
ceſſary point of Religious, as well as Worldly Wiſ⸗ 
dom. *T1s St. Paul's Precept, That ye ſtudy to do 
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your own Buſineſs : Which is a Means of keeping 


you out of vicious Courſes. And 'tis what your Fa- 


milies, your . Wives and Children demand of you. 
And in the Apoſtles Charge directed to the Epheſian 
Biſhop we have ſpecial Order to inculcate and preſs 
upon you, particularly the Duty of providing for 
your Dependents, 1 Tm. 5.7, 8. Which whoſoever 
neglects, is by the Apoſtle's Sentence to be reputed 
to have denied the 2 to be worſe W * 

2 nn- 
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Infidel: For this is a Breach both of naturatReligion, 
and of natural Affection. No Man, that is affected 
with a due Tenderneſs and Concern for Relations ſo 
near and dear, will be content with the Proviſion of 
a bare Subſiſtence, when he may by fair and juſti- 
fiable Ways procure em Means of living in better 
Faſhion, with convenient Neatneſs and Elegance, in 
a chearful Plenty, and with Ability of being ſer- 
other n 
Cbriſtianit) extends our Care to all Mankind, As 
Objects of Charity and Beneficence fall in our Way, 
within the Compaſs of our Power to oblige. We are 
1 not only bound to work for our own Living with an 
/ 2. Interdiction to Eat, if we do not; but when we have 
„no other way of doing it, to labour with our Hands, 
that we may have to give to him, that needeth, Epb. 
4. 18. This is the wiſeſt Uſe we can put our Mony 
to: For we have naturally the ſweeteſt Enjoyment 
of this kind of Expence. And tis ſo important a Du- 
ty, that our Saviour particularly mentions the Per- 
formance, or Neglect of it, as a ſpecial Plea, that will 
be urg d for, or againſt us at the Day of Judgment: 
Mer. 25-He aſſures us, That he will take it as a Kindneſs 
=| done, ordeny'd to himſelf, and accordingly adjudge 
$1 us to everlaſting Life, or Puniſhment. The Deſign 
| of your Meeting is to perform a moſt commenda- 
ble, becauſe a moſt prudent and beneficial Charity. 
. 'Tis to prevent Miſery, by putting Children into a 
| condition of ſubſiſting honeſtly and comfortably, and 
14 it may be of raiſing ſuch Fortunes, as may enable 
em to be very exemplarily ſerviceable to others. BY 
| this 


| 
| 
| 
| 
« 


— 4 2  —_—_—_ = — 
2  —— — 


Religions Wi fdom the beſt Treaſure. 21 

this Proviſion the Welfare of the Childrens Souls, 

the Glory of God, and the Good of the Publick is 

wiſely conſulted. Preſſing Want expoſes to danger- 

ous Lemptations; and much more a looſe and un- 

diſciplind way of living; which leads Men into 

Vices, that diſnonour God, and bring great Diſcre- - 

dit and Miſchief upon a Nation. Exhortations from 

the Pulpit and the Preſs ſeldom reach Perſons, that 

are idly and viciouſly brought up, and ſeldomer af 

fect em. The Watchfulneſs and Juſtice of the Ma- 

giſtrate may by frightful Examples deter ſome from 

incurring the higher Penalties of the Law; but can- 

not reclaim from Wickedneſs, nor prevent a great 

deal of Miſchief, nor in time the ruin. of a: People, 

if good care be not taken to keep Youth from the 

Corruptions of Idleneſs, and the Temptations of Po- - 

verty. Theſe Conſiderations among others, that 

may occur to you, will, I doubt not, prevail with 

you to contribute liberally at preſent, according to 

your Abilities, and to continue this moſt rational and 

Chriſtian Method of diſpenſing your Bounty. Theſe 

are Arguments, which oblige you to attend careful- 

ly upon your Occupation, and diligently to ply your 

Buſineſs. Befides twould be commendable in thoſe 

Men, that have a Genius for it, to endeavour by im 

proving their Art, to advance the Credit of their l 

Nation; which gains a Reputation by having fuch 1 

ingenious Arts in Perfection. ; 
The Obligation to mind your own Calling, if 

diſcharg'd, will reſtrain you from being Buſy-bodies 

in other Peoples Matters, eſpecially in Matters, that 

are too high for you. This Day, which gave Birth. to 

our 
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| our Sovereign, ſuggeſts this Caution to us: Tis from the 

Benefit of Her Majeſty's Government, that we are all 
in a Capacity of performing the Offices of our ſeveral 
| Places and Stations, to the Advantage of our ſelves, and 


the Publick. The Iron Scepter of a Tyrant is a Benefit 
compar d to the Miſeries of Anarchy. But a good Prince 
is the greateſt Mercy conferr d upon a Nation. And we 
have a Monarch, in whom we find ev'ry thing we can 
deſire: Whoſe Political Wiſdom has been render'd terri- 
bly ſucceſsſul to our Enemies, happily to our ſelves, by 
that, which the Top and Perfection of all Wiſdom, the 
Fear of God, and the keeping his Commandments. The 
Virtues of our Queen out- ſhine all the Glories of an im- 
periab Crown. The Riches and Power of united Nations, 
. valiant and populous. in Her Hands; the Con- 
queſts of Her Enemies; the Admiration and Applauſe 
of Her Allies; the Arbitration of the Affairs of Europe are 
leſs illuſtrious Marks of Her Greatneſs. And then ſurely 
it would be monſtrous in Her Subjects, who for Con- 
ſcience · ſake owe Submiſſion to Her Authority not to ac- 
2 in all Her Diſpoſitions for the common Good. 
To govern is Her Province: To obey without diſputing 
our Duty and Intereſt. To be pleas d with ſuch Methods 
as her Royal Prudence thinks proper to attain the Ends of 
Government, our Wiſdom. Twere Senſleſs, as well as 
Undutiful in us to determine upon all Occaſions, what 
Meaſures are beſt for Her totake, who is the proper Judge, 
and moſt concern d, and beſt able to know. Tis our Bu- 
ſineſs to make this happy Diſpenſation of Providence be- 
neficial to our ſelves, by a due return of Thanks and 
Obedience to God, of Duty and Affection to our Queen; 
and by an induſtrious Management of our Employments. 
BETS | | 'Tis 


Sphere. To go out of your Way is an hindrance: But 
you ate in gteat Danger of being loft and confounded, 


when you wander far out of your Knowledge. Be very cau- 


tious therefore in medling with things that are above you: 
Be notraſh in cenſuring the ſuperior Wiſdom of the Prince, 
and the Prieſt, and the Stateſman: But comply with St. 


Paul's Injunction, Study to be quiet and to do jour own Buſineſs. 1 Theſ. $ 
2. If che Excellence of Wiſdom be fo tranſcending, “ 


it ſhould have the firſt Place in our Affections, and the 
chief Direction of our Actions. We gs to eſteem it 
according to its Worth, and court it with a Paſſion an- 
ſwerable to its Charms. Every thing the World can of. 
fer to tempt us from the Love and Practice of it, is to be 
refus d with Contempt and 'Scorn. The Man, that is 
inſſuenc dd by Religion will deſpife thoſe Gains, Which 
are made by baſe and mean Practices: He has 4. Soul 
too bee to the vile Arts of Kna very, Falſhood 
and Fricking, impoſing upon Peoples Ignorance or Ne- 
ceſſity. The Virtuous Man, as he will uſe none but cre- 
ditable Methods to come by 'em, ſo will he not ſer his 


ET e ONS... ..« 
roo ſtrong a Sight to be dazled with Heaps of Gold and | 
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Silver, ſo as to make him forget their true Value: Abun- 
dance can never ſtretch his Deſires beyond the Bounds of 

Moderation: Not will he ever be fo lottiſh, as to afcribe 
Omnipotence to Stone and Metal, and put his Confidence 
in that for Preſervation, which he knows to be ſo little 
able to Save or Help: But . it freely, as Occa- 
ſions require, and according to the Preſcriptions of Rea- 
ſon, upon himſelf and others. 

Virtue deſerves a . mighty Eſteem in our Affections; 

| be- 


'Tis Prudence in every Man to keep within his proper 


. 
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; 3 "ene: tis a Good, that may certainly be ; atrain'd "IO 

1 eme we ſeek ber 48 8 ilver, and ſearch for ber. as Jy hid a, 1 5955 

we ſhall be ſure to fiad her. And if at coſts no more 
| Trouble to gain this rich 1 Teaſure, than 1 IS 1 ſually. requi- 5 

- Treo. the gathering together a little uncertain, and com- 
paratively unprofitable Pelf; ſhall we hke Children buly © 
our ſelyes in catching at ainted Bubbles, whilſt we neg z 
lect charSubſtan tial Good, | | 
pihy for ever? 188 plan, chis is to act the met that can 
Pe imagind like Fools, a Title, which the Wiſe Man li- 
berally OWS u * the Wicked. Earthly Treaſure is the 
Ol jet q 2. Deſire; but tis beneath che Ai 
i0n Of th riſtian; ; and a too anxious purſu of iefi@on: | 
a Titene wit hisDury. Let no 7 envy hiß Real. 
chier Neighbour, or be oyer ſolicitous to en enereaſe hi 
Subſtance. The Man that is now in Rags, i — he be en- 
du d — Chriſtian Gtacesſhall at the Reſurrection f ba 


as a Star, and be cloath' Tuch the brightneſʒ of. an 
Let us endeavour with all our Might to excel in th 
"<omplhepepr of Wiſdom, and to be rich in Virtue = 
829d) Works, This is «go d ulation ; Here e Cant 
f Vie too cagerly-with, ge ach. Whargyeraheir, outw 
ircumitances he, the eaus Man! is more excellent than 
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Nions of þ inful Men, grant unto thy People, that 5 love the Thing, 
wich thou communideſt; 

+ fo among toe ſundry, and pnavifold Change 
A Wy eh there be Pens where true Joys ure to be found, e 


155 Nei eighbour,. Who.is ont deficient, in that Reſpect. 1 
ug and pleaſant, Subject, which, tis hard 
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